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President’s Report
Mike Austin

Well, it looks like 2010 is going to be very interesting.
Maybe we should start thinking about a new event to
celebrate the arrival of spring after all of this snow!

| encourage you to make frequent visits to our new
website: www.smc25443.org. It is the easiest way to work
with us and to share information about the Men's Club with
others in the community. Among other things you will see
there, after much consideration, we have updated our
rental rates and policies for the War Memorial Building. It
isn't just about generating more rental income. We are
trying to interact with our community more effectively and
equitably. Your suggestions for improvements and
updates to information on the web page are always
welcome, And, that also applies to any other aspect of the
management of your club,

| am pleased to announce our new slate of SMC officers.
John Amos has taken over from Tom Trumble as Vice
President and Chris Stroech has replaced Ruth McQuade
as Secretary. Cris Kinsella and | are continuing in our
respective roles as Treasurer and President. We are still
working on finalizing our committee assignments. The first
look is always internally at the board since we are proud
that we have a “working board™ that shares the
responsibilities for managing the club. | am very grateful

that, we still have some vacancies. If you are interested,
we are particularly in need of more help in publicity and
fund raising. The objective is to build a strong team of
volunteers around each committee chairman who share
that specific functional interest. The best way to get whal
you want out of the club is to actively take part in our
endeavors. You will certainly enjoy it.

Earnest planning is underway for the Back Alley Tour and
Tea Party which will be held in May and the annual Used
Book Sale which will be held in October. Both are
hallmark events for the Mens Club. You will see more on
those events elsewhere in this newsletter. One of our
goals this year is to starl raising funds for a complete
renovation of our kitchen, It is a vital part of our ability to
serve the community. It would be nice to have a level
floor and some new, state-of-the art equipment that is
reliable and easier to keep clean,

| would like to launch our Long Term Planning Committee
for Morgan's Grove Park. Our approach is to develop a
vision for the Park that will serve as a source of guidance
for the next 20 years. There are some important deci-
sions coming up regarding the park and | want to ap-
proach them with “due dilligence.” Please contact me if
you want to participate or have inputs. In that context, we
are delighted to hear that our town and county have
committed funds to pursue building a bike path along Rt.
480 out to Morgan's Grove. We sirongly support this
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for their commilment and important contributions. Despite
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Hospitality Report

Bonnie Austin, Chairman
Hospitality Committee

DINNERS

QOur first dinner meeting on January 20 was a success
with 35 present. Nieltjie Gedney, our resident four- star-
chef prepared a wonderful beef pot pie and a huge
salad. This was served along with the side dishes from
members, which included approximately 18 very tasty
desserts. Attendees declared they loved potlucks.

After taking a hard look at the road and parking
conditions in Shepherdstown, it was decided to cancel
the February dinner. It was still icy and treacherous to
walk and nearly impossible to find a parking place.

Our next dinner will be on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17.
The menu will feature Cormed Beef and Cabbage.
(What else on Shamrock Day?) Neiltjie and Bonnie will
be doing the dinner with Judy Shepherd and her gang
doing the serving and clean-up. The cost will be $15
and 520 with no reservation. An RSVP would be
appreciated for food preparation and table set ups.

The social hour starts at 6:30 pm and the dinner begins
at 7:00 pm. Our speaker for the evening will be Mike
Athey, a long-time member of the Shepherdstown
Volunteer Fire Dept. He will discuss how the Fire
Department interacts with the community.

For reservations call 304-876-3323, option 2 no later
than Monday noon, 3/15 or rsvp@smc25443.org.

JOINT LECTURES

Our January Lecture Series, jointly presented by the
Men's Club and the Jefferson County Historical Society,
was tremendously popular with all who came out that
evening. The speaker was Keith Alexander, who spoke
on the 18" Century waterfront commerce near
Shepherdstown. We provided drinks and light
refreshments before the talk, which was attended by at
least 120 people. Historic Shepherdstown loaned us
chairs and there were still people standing.

The second of our Lecture Series for the new year was
rescheduled for February 22 and was also a great
success, especially considering the continuing bad
weather, with approximately 65 attendees. The evening
started off with drinks and light refreshments. Mr. Jim
Taylor, President of the Jefferson County Black History
Preservation Society, presented the second showing of
*Road Trip to History - African Americans of Jefferson
County, West Virginia.” This was a recently released 27
minute video that was several years in the making. It
included the oral history of many of our local folks and
kept the audience spellbound. It has been said that
Jefferson County has more African-American history
than any other county. Members of the BHPS took
many questions from the audience and also told us that
they had recently returned from Charleston, where they
were presented with certificates and a resolution signed
by many Senators for their work.

The next lecture will be held on March 8, with Walter
Washington and Betsy Wells presenting "The Washing-
ton Family in Jefferson County”™ which promises to be
equally fascinating. We hope to see you there and
hope Spring will be in the air and the snow will be gone!

Back Alley Tea (@

An integral part of the Back Alley Tour is the Back Alley
Tea, Plans are in the works for this cheerful event,
which will be held upstairs at the Men's Club on Sat.,
May 22 and Sun., May 23. The hours will be from 11-3
both days. Our theme this year will be "April Showers =
May Flowers" which lends itself to interesting decorating
ideas. As "guests,” we will have "Mae" and a new
friend, “Rose” and possibly “Sarah.” Our wonderful teen
servers will be with us again, headed by Nale Howard
and his hard-working mom, Libby Howard. Shirley Derr
will come back as the kitchen coordinator and Sheri
Gamer will be the “Hot Tea Lady”. | am working on
finding the rest of my crew. My friends know | never
throw anything away, so | have all my lists of bakers
and other workers, so don't be surprised if you get a call
from me. We hope this year will be bigger and better,
which means we need more help. If you would like to
volunteer, please contact me at (304) 876-0598 or at

memasbarn@frontiernet.net.



SMC Membership Report
John Amos, Chairman
SMC Membership Committee

Whew, this has been quite a winter! Please watch
your step out there, especially coming and going
around town. And while you're safely at home
recuperating from the latest bout of shoveling, if you
haven't already done so, please renew your Club
membership for 2010.

Under the leadership of Mike Austin and the new
Board of Directors, the Club has returned to
fundamentals, We continue our traditional role as a
casual social club and meeting place. And, as you're
all aware, SMC owns and maintains two vital facilities
for the use and enjoyment of the entire
Shepherdstown-area community: the War Memorial
Building and Morgan's Grove Park.

The grand old building, at the heart of Shepherdstown
hosts some of the signature events in the area's
cultural calendar, including the Goose Route Dance
Festival, American Conservation Film Festival, Friday
Painters, seasonal market places, Back Alley Tour
and Tea, annual Book Sale, the haunted house for
Halloween and a busy slate of other special events,
meetings, concerls and shows that contribute to the
lively and dynamic atmosphere of Shepherdstown.
Many of these events are free and open to the public.
Some generate revenue that helps us maintain this
lovely old building, but we've got expensive repairs
facing us if we're to keep this facility open for
community use. Tom Keyrouze, one of our newest
board members, has fearlessly jumped in as our
building chairman and is developing a list of projects,
large and small, and in search of willing volunteers.

The Park, located just a mile south of town, is one of
the only public parks in the northern part of Jefferson
County. Thousands of children use the Park year-
round, exploring the wooded areas, playing soccer
and volleyball, getling kites stuck in the trees,
whooping it up in the playground, and doing what kids
need to do to grow up healthy and strong. Folks come
from all over the region to walk and run on the
well-maintained fitness path.

Church groups, neighbors, wedding parties,

&

nonprofits, and other organizations regularly use the
kitchen and dining pavilion. Everyone benefits from
the preservation of this significant historic site and
natural area - birthplace of the US Arfmy, and
headwaters of Town Run.

| don't have space to mention all of the many
programs and volunteer opportunities that the Club
provides for its members and as a service to the
community. Check out the Club’s new website at
www.smc25443.0rg.

War Memorial
Building Maintenance

One of the more challenging responsibilities of our
Executive Board is maintaining the War Memorial
Building. Tom Keyrouze has stepped into the breach
to fill this important role and brings refreshing enthusi-
asm and imagination to the effort.

He has already cleaned out and organized our office
transforming it from “Fibber Magee's closet” into a
pleasant place to work. He has also started keeping
a list of projects which include at the moment:

1. Clean outfinventoryforganize furnace & storage.
2. Paint building inside/outside - weather parmitting.
3. Sand & re-stain the benches in front of the WMB.
4. Renovate or replace bathroom privacy partitions.
5. Clean, inspect, and repair the building's gutters,

6. Replace broken glass in the Store Front Window

This is a dynamic list. Tom is building a team of vol-
unteers who would like to help periodically. If you
want to get involved, please call him at:

(304) 894-8318






